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; Prophecy are ſealed up, and no Man has 
Liberty to add ny Thing to the-Words of the Book of the Reve- > 
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lations of Jeſus Chris; ail Dre-ms, Omens, Sins, Tokens, pre- 


tended Vihons, aud Rev-lations, or any Kind of Pro 
++ i Moe ver, and Oblervaiions upon th m, are40 be c 
all bu: Deſuſions of the Devil; whereby the 


1 


rivce of Darkniſ: dęcewes 


nofticaticns hat- 


eemed nnthing at % 


weak-Minds, who are ſ:ekinv more after the Chaff thap tie Wheat. 
But though the moſt high God ſevere'y reproves ell ſue as pretend 
do Predictions or Knowledge of Secrets by I terpretations of Dreams ; . A 


yet as Men dream, they may las fully tell their Dreams to one another, 
I ſhall cherefore take Liberty 


without any Deſign to deceive by them. 

to relate the following one. | 
I fanci:d myſelf travelling in theEiftern Parts of the World; and,. 

at Jait, coming te the City of O/d Babylon, where I was much med 

in viewing the Curiuſities of the Pl ce, as the Tower, the Wall, the 


Gates, the Streets, the Palave, the River, the Images in the Plaid of 
Drura; Cc. I obſerved the City, and it appesred in different Views... 
In are Part the People were entirely t ken up in Revellings, Feaſtings,* © 
Diverſions, ſplendi Appear-nces, and enjoying themlſel * 9 
other Part they were more. reſerved, end were much taken up in a ; 
demure Dreſs and Behaviour ; in the D-cency of their Honſes and 
Strects, and in the Regul-rity of th ir Towers and Fortifications, &. 
but without any app*aravce of Dan | 
they ſceined all entirely t Eaſe, 
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„ ſhows, I thought to take a Proſpect 


alked to a 


d; where | ſaw Booth 
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gers, Alarms, or Moleſtations 5 


gazing at the par- 
of the whole City together. 
riſiag Gr und belonging to it, but a little retired 3 
» which 1 :ook to be built a 
onv*niency of taking Proſpects, nd 1 weot directx 


to ite, And at the Door I ſaw 1 old Man, of whom 
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had a ProfpeRt Glaſs, whereby I m ght be favoured with a ful! View of | 
that royal City, „bie I ſupp fed to be he Metropolis of ne World, 
He old m-, 'f I pleated to t ke a celiberate O ſervatior, I might, 


| . wave «© fferen! Apprehe nf ns of that ſplendid Cuy, then 1 
a 


at preſ-at ; fer heaffur d me it was fo full of 1nteltia» Perplexity, 
cauſed by Envy, Malic., Exc fs, and Corrupt on, that tie Ichabi- 
tanis had no r- .] Sa is action in theme ves; nud it «as 6niy by thoſe 
Extravagancies and Amo ements which I nad ſee, hey kept them- 
elles fon perpe ua Diſtraction. He thn f tched our hi Proſpective, 
and told me, 11 | pleaſed, he would ſhaw m the Situ tion of the 
Place; whezeby I might be cone ced that its Ca dition was 
no. ſo happy, nx ts G ory fo majeſtic, as I im»gined, So It ok 
a di nd View on th- Souta Side, aid the Foundation of the Place 
appe red to be buil” up enen thing but Bogs and Quick-fands,_ 
which cou'd not poſſibly fuſtain te Buildings, bu. ere long they muſt 
inevi:ably fink. I again to Kk a View on be North Side, and I f und 


th F un dation was ail bitum nous and ſuiphurous Matter, interſperſed 


with fubterranequs Fire, which .p- ered realy in a Moment to break 
Forth iato Flames. He then bid me ook to the Bait; ard I ſa a 
very formidable Army approachi:g the City, with full Power and 
Commiſfion to deſtroy t; and the ſpread themſelves around with Fury, 
like the roaring of the Sea, Ad thre was a trembling upon all the 
Fills, the Rivers, the Tres, «nd the Fields round about, but all the - 
Tohabitants of the City continued in a Stupefaction. | a 
When I had b-heli and deliberated on thefe Things, it filled me 
with ſuch Afton ſhmen: as almoſt caufed my Bowels to torn within 
me. Such was my Diſappoin ment, zud the Horror that ſeized 
me, thzt I thought-I was neither able to bear the Sight, nor fly 
from it, nor flaod my Ground. And I afked the old Man if'1 
might lodge all Night in that Booth, but he told me it was not a 
Place for Lodging, nor would any Perſon in his right Mind think it 
ſafe to ſle-p ſo ner the City ; but, it I pleaſed, I might come in and 
reſt myſe'f a litte. And when I entered, I toynd four young Men 
very carefully perufing a Map; ſeeming to make very particular 
Remarks, nd dil:g-nt Obſe vations, and would ſometimes earneſtly 


| enquire th- old Man's Judgment, o inform them' of the Meaning of 


fone Things. Whereupon I enqu.red what Piece it was that ſo much 
ttt cted their Artention. They told me it was the Map of Babylon 
and Canaan, with all the Roads between tte two Places. And they 
having nad a full Proſpect of the ſame Things which I had juſt now 
beheld, aid being determined to leave their native Country, and 
travel to the latter Place, was the Reaſon of their preſent Enquiries 3 
and the ld Men, being a Native of Canaan, and acquainted with 
both Countrics, as well as the Roads from one to the other, they fre- 
guen:!y »pplied to him for Inſt udion in Things d flit u.. 

Theſe tour young Men appeared fo like each other in their Apparel, 
their Speech, and Behaviour, as well as ſome of their Features, that 


| I vesily took them all to have been qu Brothers, and knew not ay 


thing 


* 


- 111 
thing to the contrary, until I became acquainted with a certain Perſon 
who had ſome Knowledge of the Places where they were burn, and 
of the Regiſter-Books, He informed me that iwo of them were Sung 
of the Bond- Woman, but the other two were Sons of the Free- 
Woman. . 3.4 

So Ll obſerved them, and they all made Preparations, with ſeeming 


vigorou: Reſolution, for their fuppoſed J-urney. And amongſt other 


Conſultations with the old Man (their IoftruCtor) they earneſt y craved 


with him a Female Companion? Which he very chearfully encourage 
chem to do, provided they were ſuch as were diſpoſed to go the ſame 
Way, and had their Hearts engaged to ſeek the ſame Country along 
with them: But otherwiſe he admoniſhed them (by all Means) to 
avoid ſuch Compinions as had no Knowledge of, or Delight ir, we 
oy they deſigned to travel. 2 "A 
He 


pointed out to them many D fliculties in the Way, where the 


Company of Strangers would be of very dangerous Conſequenee ; 
told them the Need they would find of Strengthening aud ae 
in the Way, rather than Hinderieg and Diſcour aging; and teaſoned 
much upon the Evil that would attend (in many Reſpect e) ſuch Com- 


panions as took no Delight in the Way, and compared it with the 
Advantages they might expect in the Company ef ſuch as- took 


Pleafure, and would endeavour to animate them therein, He further 
informed them in many Initznces, what bad Effects Traveliers, who 


had formerly gone that Way, had found from diſagree - ble Comęa- 


nions: And that (to prevent the like Inconventencrs) h. Ki-gof the 
Country had made a Law, That none of his Subjects ſhould join 


with Strangers tu be Companions in that Journey; ard therefore he 


earneſtly cautioned them (whatever they did) to be exceeding careful 
in their Choice, | 1 37,44 | 

I waited to ſee what Influence this Advice would have upon the 
Minds of theſe young Men- But i obſerved, that (at the firſt) rone 
of them ſeemed to reliſh his Counſel ; for thev had all either contracted 
ſome Acquaint nee with, or placed their Fancy upon Maids who 
were Natives of Badyl-n, to whom their Hear's were very inclinable; 
But the more they pptar-d engaged in their Affections, the more 
their Inſtructor infiſted on the Dangers and pernicious Conſequences 


. which were moſt certaio to atrend their having uch Comnaniors 8 


Ard wit al tol1 them, the King had appointed one to attend them in: 
their Journey, wh ſe Name was Se Denial; without whiſe Com- 
any it would be 1mpoſſible ever to reac? the Borders of C-naan; »nd 


that to choo's @ Stranger tor a Companion, w uld be ſuch an I ſulr to 


to him (at the firſt ſetting out) es might cauſe Miſunceritending H. 
the Way, F xr his Pert, he told them, that to pretend to trove t@ 
Canaan, and chnoſe a Babylonian for a Compani n, was ſuch a Con- 
tradition, tha: h- could no but very mu donht the Sincerity of 
their Hear's, Fr if it was poſſible at all for « fincer+ Prveller 0 


chobſe ſuch a Companion; (4e he | old not be (o boid in his A ſſer- 
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tions) yet he was very certain it could not be, fo long as they confi- 
nued in the right Ule of their Reaſon ; and he muſt diſcharge his 
Coaicien-e in giving them timely Admonition, &c. 

I obſerv:d the Event of theſe Conlultzions ; and J found the eldeſt 
Sen of the Bond-Womau could not be moved by «ll tbeſe Arguments ; 


had any Delight in, or Deſite thereto: And when he had covenanted 
with her, ſhe proved fo averſe to going alorg with him, and fo re- 
luctan: to his purſuing is in ended Journey, that ſhe prevailed upon 
bim to deſiſt trom his Purpoſe. So he ſertled with her in Babylon, 
and they were both t'ere when the City was deſtroyed, and periſhed 
together in the Ruins. | | . 
Bu: the y-unger Brother (Son of the Bond-Woman) took a little 
more Regard to the Coantel given him, and ſeemed more heedful in 
his Ch ice; and (ic a ſlight Manner) ſought to get a Companion 
that wovels be willing to go along with him. So, at laſt, he met with 
1 one who appeared compliable to his Deſite, though ſhe had no Knows 
f " ledge of the Way, nor any Deſire to it, only it ſeemed a Matter 


| Journey, me would c:ndeſcend to compliment him with her Com- 
' * pary. This plezſed the-youn aMon very well, 2s he thought he 
mmould both gratify hing ſelf in the Choice of a Companion, and alfa 
SF: act conform-ble to his Directions. But he did not confider, that 

[ while ber Mind as poſſeſſed with ſuch Indifferency, her Company 
mol Needs be very unpr fitable : However, they joined Hands 


It and ſhe, (as good as her Word) complimented him with her Com- 
14 pany ; 4nd hey tt out both together, as if they would proceed on 

: their Journey. But her 1ndifterent Mind ſoon prevailed ſo as to cool 
1 his warm Affe dions, ana cauſed their Advances to be very flow, 

| i They would trequent'y fi: down in the Shade, and ſometimes divert 
1 themfelves with Trifles, end often urn aſide out of the Way; which 


made their Progrets very imall. And this Manner of loitering pre- 

vailed more and more, until, a: laſt, they came io a low Valley, by 

the Brink of the River Euphrares, where they turned aſide and fell 

i: aſl:ep ; nd while hey flept, there aroſe a Swell in the River, and 
| 1 the Flood iwept them both away. 

J As tor he y unger S af the Free-Woman, when he had heard 

$ the Aumonitzons, they made ſome deep Impreſſion upon his Mind, 

V3 and fille hich with zone awful Apprehendons. For he was convinced 

. of tu pernicieus C niequerces which would attend fuch Company; 

7 and appeared very folic!t vs to avoid them, But (how it was, I have 


a Cor ei ndence, and had not Refolution to deny himſfelf; or whether 
atgerwards, by Dalliance, and giving Latitude to his Fancy, be forgot 
him'c!!) ſome way or other, tis proved o be entanyied with a 
Dau et of the Chaldess ; which, he dix the laſtrudtions he had 
zecerved, ad his on unguarded Aﬀections, cauſed ſome Strogglings 
in his Mind. For though the Perſon was of a complaiſant * 
an 


indifferent ; and, therefore, as he was inclined to undertake the. 


now f rgott-r.; whether bete theſe Contiderations, he had contrafted”, 


but reſolutely choie one who was an utter Strang-r to the Paihs, nor 
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and did not ſeem at all reluctant to the Things he had in View, yet 
he vlainly perceived, ſhe had no re 1 Taſte to them; and that her 
innate Di poſition was more to Babylon than Canaan. She had never 
been convinced of the Miſery and Ruin approzching ber native 
Country ; nor had ſhe ever been acquiinted with the Pleaſur s and. 
Delights of that Land which he was ſeeking after ; nor had ſhe any 
D-fire to the Way. But his ſtrong Inclina ien ſtimulated him t reaſon 
upon every thing in the moſt adv+ntayeous and promiſing Light, and 
to put the mi ſt favourable Conſtruction upon every Circumſtance, as 
thus; That her Complaiſarce was ſuch, that ſhe would not be any 
% Hinderance, or Mo «ſta ion 'to him. That by his Example, he 
© might engage her Mind to that which ſhe had no Inclination to at 
„ preſent, That thoſe Engagements, hies he ſhould enter into with | 
„% her, were of another Nature, and might be performed without in- 
« terfering immediat ly witn the Concerns of his Journey, That it 
& was very hard to be prohibited from the Enj yment of «ne who 
% (in all other Reſpects) appeared ſo defireb'e; ani that, probably, 
© he might never find a Companion complet in every Point, &c.““ 
In ſhorr, the, young Man perſiſted in theſe Kinis of Reaſoning, until 
he had a moſt Rupified his Senſes ; but, till, cou'd not free himſelf 
from convincing and dreadful Appreherfions of the Evil of taking ſo 
indirect a Step; and the Ioconveniences which were certain to attend - 
it; until, at length, a reſolute Paſſi n prevailed, {© tar that his Eyes 
were darkened, that he ſcarce perceived the Day from the Night. 
And during this Obitruftion of his Senſes, he went, one Evening, 
after both Sun and Moon were gone down, and joined Har ds with the. 
Babalonian. But when the Sun aroſe in the Morning, and he was's 
little come to himſelf, be theo brcame ſenſible of the Raſhneſs of his 
Adventure ; but it wis too late t recal it. He was now aware into 
what Snares he had brought himſe f; into what Difficulties he was 
involved; and what Incorveniences mult attend his Jcurney ; and 
that he had now no way let. but to make the beſt he could of the 
Matter; and to grapple with it, as well as it ſhould plzafe God to 
enable him. y 
So after ſome anxious Thoughts and bitter Reflections, he endea- 
voured to ſmother his Grief as well as he cofld, and b-toovk himfelf 
to his Journey; *xerting his utmoft Skill and Power to take his C m- 
ion along with him. But, alas! when he a:tempted to lead her 
into the Way, he found ſhe had no feet; ſhe could not move a Step 
further than he carried her; and a heavy Burden ſhe proved. 80 1 
obſerved ſom of his Travel; nd when he had met with Dangers, 
Diftrefſes, or Diſappoi-tments, he would begin to expreſs his Gtief, 
and to unboſom his Mind to his Comnanion ; but ſhe had no Ears, 
no Underſtanding, nor Heart to ſympat*ize with him; nor was ſhe 
cap ble of being made to know the Nature of his Complaints, It he 


was beſet with Robbers, wild Beaſts, Serpents, or any Annoyance, 8 


he vould ſometimes make his Complaint to her; but ſhe could neither 
afiſt nor comfort him, If he wanted Direction in any Part A nu 
8 | Way 


8:1 


War, fhe could not give him any Counſel. If heaves fiek or wounded 
and wan:ied Cordials or Oils ro hs Wow ds, ſhe bad no Hands to 
adminiſter ary R ie. And as (he never was capablevf yielding him 
any Succour, or Comfort in his Sufferings, neither wes ſhe ever 
capabl o partaking ot any of vis Evjoyments, I! he met with any 
Gaiden of Spices, or re-'!reſhing Springs by the Way, he would-offer 
her te eat, cr drink with him ; bu! ſhe h-d no Taſte, If he found 
ſweet Flowers, h- would pinck, and give hem to her; but the had 
no Smell, not cou'd have any Delight in them, It he had any delight»: 
fal Proſp &s by the Way, he eu d endeavour to ſh:w them to his 
Componion ; bur ſh had no Eyes, It he met with any Fellow- 
Trevellers by the Way, he would invite h-r to enjoy their C mpany 3 
but ſhe was never i ciable with him, or any ther Peribn, who ip ke 
the Language of Canaan : For it ws a Languoge which ſhe could 
no=Jdgarn. Thus, whatever Grief befel him, cr whatſoever Enjoy« 
ments be was favoured with in his Journey, be never found «ny Sym- 
thy, or Congratüla ion from ber; nor was the of the leaſt Ule to 
| Him all the Way; nor were ber Attect ons ever moved, ny otherwiſe, 
than ſometimes to deſpiſe, and ſometimes to ſhew a diſgutt, or diſ- 
tur an e of Mind, | ; 
But es ſhe had no Life, Capacity, Senſe, nor Activity in the choſen 
Path; the had ſo much the more Vivacity in Things pertaining to her 
own El me.. Sc that when the could draw him aſide out of the Way; 
tHe would difcover ſuch a Sprigh:lineſs in all her S-nfes ; be ſo pleaſant 
and dive:ting, no all Parts of ter Converiat.on fo engaging, that if 
often preva le upon him to turn afide with ber, and proved à very 
great Hird-rance to bim in his Fourney, For though it was not in 
his Power to find any thiny io his Way that would divert or influence 
her Mied; yet ſhe frequent'y found on! ſome & ag in her own Path 
Wh ch did divert and inſenſibly draw away his-Heart, by which he 
was many Times entangled, and laden wi h thick Clay. 

Another Thing I obſerved, that after he had began bis Journey, 
the King of rat (whoſe Subject he was) ſeut him ſome young Lambs 
to feed, with a ſtrict Charge to teach them diligently in the Way, 
and bring them up in hs Nurture and Admonition, But the Per- 
formarce of this Command was rendered impr-Qicable ; for as he 
inſtructed them to go right, ſhe induced them to wendet; as he en- 
deavoured to gather them, ſhe ſcaitered them; and as he fed them 
with wholeſome Food, ſhe would forfeit them with poiſonous Herbs. 
So, which Way the King diſpoſed of them afterwards, I never knew; 
but they never pro pered under his Care, 

Thus her Company never yielded him the leaft Benefit or Aſſiſtance 
throzgh his whole Journey, but was an Ally to all his Joys, and an 
Agoravation to #ll his Sarro+s. And it frequently cauſed him very 
much Regret of Mind, to this: Kk of his own unedviſed Engagement ; 
and of the mich Neglect in Doty, Wanderiog, and loſt Time, which 
it had been the Occasion of to him, as well as to obſerve the wretched 

Stupefect.· on of her Mind, which was incapeblc of ſharing in * 
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his bleſſed Fnjoyments, or of bein aff cted with any of his Calsmities; 
inſomuch, as it turned his pi-2fant Journey into s weariſome Travel 
through a lo eſome Wildern-f4 : 

Bu a! 'alt (h ug many dil! Hour, Fs gues, and tireſome 
Steps) he err vedenzer the Botd rs of the Land, upon the Bank of 
the River Jordan; whee (in the Mis of the Stream) he beveld a 
Man in a ric prietily Veſture, ſtardirg to ſt p the Torrent till he 
was paſſed ver, which made him approach the River, excerdingly 
tranſported wiih Joy; Yet (en here) e cond not refrein from 
ſighing ; when e found Ces vt p- fibl» tor his Comparion to go 
with hem one Step furt er. Bu! the Glory of his Prince now in Ves, 
and the ].y «f ep roschine the promiſed Land, ſoon revived nie 
Spirits, and made hm, with Readineſs, leave her, to piſs the River, 
Her his Burth-ns dropped off, and all his C'ogs were eſt b-hind ; 
he'went on with freſh Vi-our and Che-rtu neſs. in hs Countensncey 
as if a!! Things were forgottes but the Joy that was b-fore im. But 
as he was aking ſouve of his 14ſt >eps, ju“ ready to ſet his Feet on 
Canaan's Shore, he looked be in b m, +nd faw her ſit ung upon tde 
Sand, nd bebe d the River retur ing «ith ſuch an Overflow, as Cars 
red her along the rap d Stream wnito tre Dea Sea, 2 

As for the eder Brother (Son of the Free- Woman) when he had 
- heard the [-ftruftions and Admoritions, i wrought ſome ſerious Re- 
flections n his Mind, and mace him very deliberate. Netwithſt ning 
he was a Perſon of a bright Genius, great Vivacity, anda five Taſte; 
he determin«'d to deny himfeli ; ſo +s der he faw the Bezuts and 
graceivl Mien, and heard the courte- us Cor verſ tion of he Babzlonifo 
Maid, h w ule withdraw from them, so turn awzy bis Eyes, l-aft 
his Hear: ſhould be enſvared, He wever, it ſfometim-s fell in his Way, 
to hive Converſation With ſome who ppcated very «greeable and en- 
gaging, and might have {ome Ioflue ce en his Affecti us; eſpecially 
one, whole Perivn, Bir b, Circumitanc*s, Virtues, and Accompliſh= 
ments, rendered her extrem-ly agre-able, and made her appear very 

r-miling to meke a valuable Companion; inſomuch, th-t many of 

is Acquaintance greatly encouraged him t - purſue hat Opportunity, 
and not neglect ſo valuable a Prize. This made him a little Gagger 
(for indeed ſhe wanted no Accomp'iſhment bur the Linguace of 
Canaan to make her juſt ſoch +» one as his Heart could wiſh) and 
cauſed him to reaſon in his own Mind, wich ſuch Interrogations aed 
Replies, as theſe: 0 

9. Can I expe to find an Object more Jrfirab'e, or one more 
likely to be s happy Companion, and a Herlp-meet ? 


A. She may prove fo to a Perſon wh can be conformable to nay — 3 


with her in Baby/on ; but as I am bound to another C -untry, I might 
find Bitterneſs in that which would appear Happineſs to another 
Perſon. | 

. But have I not reaſon to hope, that a Perſon of ber refined 


Qualities, may be endued with ſuch Bleſſings as to make her a ſuit- 


able Companion for me in my Journey? — 
f AA, 
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A. A Perſon may be accompliſhed wich all the Reknemerts, Im- 
provements, end Excel'ences of Babylon, 'o 25 to appear inperior 
to meny of the C'tizens ; but t thefe be only the Accommodations 
of therr own Country, they can 0: ly mak» a gradus} Difference between 

th m and the mit jcet Perla ts; whertas th re is neceſſaitly a ſye- 
eic Difference between a bab1/cnian ard an Iraclite.s 

Bot is t not very cent»/10us o le Kk upon ſuch a becoming 
wor ty Perſcn, as no þ tier han a meer Bab, lonran ? 

A. In ſmuch a: th Difference is ſo preat, 'h t « Pab;lonian cannot 
become a Subjet of tie King of Hrael, unleſs he ve formed anew 3 
we Cann t eft-em them ony otner, iv long s ther: does not ppear 
the ſpecifical Features of the fel-&t Nation; neither the Idiom of 
their L agusge, the Mi-n of heir Bebavicur, nur yet on ta neſt Eu- 
qu ry *fter tne deſired Land. Fre re rot o fem our Concepe 
tions of h m different to the D-ſcriptions given by he King“ Scrihes, 
+2. Is it no. excecding bard chet 1 mutt deny myſelf an Objett fa 
agreea de? | 

A. The King of G] ry denies nothing that is good ; therefore, if 
it vere re lly gr 0d, it won d not be denied me; hu on'y Genes us 
thoſe Things which h knows. wou'd be evil, ard it s 2 real Kindneſs 
to us to be denied them. By! ſuppoſe I throught it a rea G o; it 
is hard that h ſhould deay meore Fd ur, who has given himnftelt to 
me, with all B'efſings in Heaven and K ich? TED 


* 
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. * What if I erer find one fo sgrecable who travels che happy ta 
f p vad ? - D 
A. If I had the Object now before me it muſt entir ly depend on tr 

the Bleſſin g of Gd, whether I ſhould have any Enjoyment cr rot, 
 - and have I nut more Resſou to expect a BieMng in the right Way, c 
* than in the wrong ? Beſide, as ro good Thing is eith- ele, nor ary J- 
| Thizg denied, but b-caiiſe it is Evii 3 whatever God 1s pleaſed to K. 
. beſtow in his own Way mutt be mot agreeable, u 
[ 2. May not the valuable Qua'ifica ions, attending this Perſon, be G 
ſo bi:-Mſ>4, as to be a Means gy wake me happy and uſeful in the Way, to 

though ſhe walk cot in it berſelf ?? | 

A. Have Ian Reaſon to expect to be made heppy by any Perſon W 
who is as utter Stranger to thol- hings wherein en Happineſs con- 1 
_ ffs? Orc l expect to find Uſefulneſs in the Way from tft which be 
canngt be enioye or obt ned ithout going out of the Way ? Be- 
ſides, Wav. Quilikgation the 1: endsed with, or however vglasble ob 
Aecommodati ns ie is poſt fed of, it never il be ber Inciinition ce 
to employ bote Excellencics d alli others in a Way which the rerielf it 
bath no Delight in. iti 
9. But ſeeing her Diſpoſition is o agreeably comolaiſart, and her . 
Mi54 o well qualified with natural V rtnes, aad decorated with fo al 
many acquired Ornaments, is thers ny R-afon to d ubt, but that a h 
Perſon thus prepared will have a Taſte for learning and cnbracing the to 
beſt Thing ? and my I not, therefore, expect to be an luſtrument to 0 


engage het Mind te walk che bleſſed Way 7 _— 


m- 
10r Babylon, cn never prepare, qualify, nor di, ofe them tor ttatehlmg 
ens to Canaan ; nor will it, by any Means mduce or incline «ny Prog 
een to receive te real Knowledge or Love of tust Counts. bete ſore 
pe- thoſe who are not p wertuliy calies by the kings Commanc iments: 
and inwardly aitroted by a vical Iofinence, cat never be eogazed by. 
ing an oc her Mon or Pe ſonkon &bettbcver, For taere is roth g ig, 
the Na ure, of e Babylon:an (without the Trchoation G! new Prin-i,. les)” 
not that i» capab'e t Attraction But the a7 1+ excell-n er Arco p in- 
* ments are, the more fr-ng'y her Med will de cemenied to that 
ear Climate from which ihe received them. And n the ther Hand, as 
of I tormer'y was a Babylonien (though gon dlefted with ew Principles} 
Lu- the old T1aRure tt, Ir meins in my Nature, which (like fo inpch 
p- Tinder, is cady to kindle, with every Spik f Babs loniſh Fire. 
der. Wherefore the greater Exce'!enc s the is enbeilthed with, he gteater 
o Influe sc it wil! have o draw me aßde to er ha hs, ad io put me 
in prpetual D ng-r, For ff this, am ifallibly affured, (bat they 
,f wit! draw awat one's Fe | 12 | Th= 
us Wipes he had hu ref nd with himſelf, he made 3 tu! P uſe; 
ess and appeared at A ad. inc + Þlene's stoſe ia, 
z it bis Faces. Aod Irrer mm heb, and fay t hinfelt, © Whither bas. 
t19 mv Mind deen VS ! 40a tend nme: Fi i 5 ! BD Nis Eye? 49 1 -ven, 
and ecravſtly rea, © © God oh abi ce tele me tr m Temper 
ppy ta jon!“ Aut from that Ice, des ever would rezatd any of the 
Damicls, of the Ces; but dard, he wand Wet till he mould had a. 
on tru Comp nion, undi lien he world walk atone. 
ot. So h. went on his Way eoie ng thai he had *icoped the Snare, and. 
Vs carrvine alons vith him this Moto, “ The Lord is wy orten“ ca- 
ary Joving prent Savigfattion in is own Mind ; faying! ro. himfelf, 15 my 
to Kang fees 1t good for me oOwaik aiour, I kovw he will biets tharRote-. 


WE. f- 11 1 : 
J. All the Accompliſhments that a Perſon can poſſibly receive from 


unto me; but it it be for my gol to em iy Companion, I Kno his 
God! ets will provide one for me, without my going out of the Way 


to g nd cine, 


But as he was thus g ingen his Way, he obſerved a young Virgin. 
who was walxtvg the fam» Road, and he began to dere to be favoured: 
win der Company, bu! thooght it adviieible to be very deliberate, 


becavle many ſ--m to walk in he ſame Road, whoon'y go Part of the 
Wy, and then urn ff 4-10 ſore other Path. T'ferefore he diligently 
obſerved, eber ſhe cloſely attended to the right Way. So he per: 
ceived her to take ſom thing out ef her Buſom, and diligently peruſe. 
it for a whi e, and then pur it iat her B jom again, and purſue the 
itraight Path; whervupon he went up ther, and enquired where ſhe 
was ond. She tld hm ſhe was ſetting ber Fice towards Zies. He 
alked ber, what it was ſhe bad, been peruſing? ad ſhe ſhewed 
him, that it ws the Map of the Road which ſhe took along with her 
for her Guide. 


" 
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He th n hen ar to enquife further, who ſhe was, ad. 
hene ſhe came! She told bim, ſhe was by Birth 3 Chaldean ; by. 
Kducetion, aud Conyerlatien, 8 Babylonian ; buy the King of ib 


** 


— 
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had {nt for ber, to go forth to Gek a better Conntry, He allo aſked 
whit Expectations, or Er conrageme t ſhe had in taking ſack 6 


Durn-v ? She told him, ſhe had the King's Word, to m ke hor an 
hab-rcant ei bi royal Palace, when ſhe arrived a: the u per Br; 
and rent ber ſuffici nt D fence, and Suſt-nance, al the Way 


th er. He aſked, it ſhe could be ful y ſatisfied in the King's Vera 
eity ? Sheet him, the Frands ud Jcaloufics + f Babylon, bad made 
fuc” I preffi ns up n he Mid, that th. had found it very difficult 
to betje:e him thit cou'd not he; but his Majeſty bad-condeferr ed 
to give he the ſtronpeſt Demonſtrations of his Fide'ity ; ſo that now 
ſhe vas convinced, the had o Reaſon to doubt bis Goodneſs, for he 
bad confi: med hi Prowiſe with an Oath, ard h d given her to ſee, that 
in his W Records it wis ſealed with Blood, and tue Counter Part he 
had written vpon ter Breaſt, and ſealed t with C aracters of Lite; 
and hitherto ſh- hid f ond his Word verified to her, in ſtrongly de- 
fend, and abundantly ſuppl: ing her; fo that ſhe could ſet to her 
Seu] that i ws true, Ter ſhea fo aki d him divers Queſtions, te- 
ting to his Travels «rd nj yments. an © h- 1] kw fe anſwered het in 
a free and ſatisfactory Manner; ſo bat their Aff diens begsn to grow 
warm tewards ne an ther. It was a very comfortable Interview, 
and their Minds were reſreſed by each other's Converſation. 

Am! thes ppestedſ agreeable one to another, that he began to 


think th y might be pleaſ-ot nd profitable Companions all the Ways 


Bu; firſt he retired for a while, to d-lib-rate on the Converſation that 
had pale -Iready, when the mate he thou ht of he Diligence in the 
Pu- llt of h-r Journey, and der fixed Satis act on concerning the Eod 
of it z her Underſtanding-in thoſe Things laid down in the guiding 
her Experience in te Way, an: the Delight ſhe appcared toi ke in 
mie ita ing on, and converfing about the Joys of the City of Hab ta- 
tion, Fe, the more he „as ſati ned that ſhe was a Prince's Daughter, 
trave ling to the royal Palace. And when he had lifted up his Eyes 
to Heaven, and earncftly beſoupht the Moſt High God for Direction, 
and à Bl fin» vpor further Converſation, he came apain into her 
Comp ny. And after ſome further Diicourſe, he aſked the Reaſon of 
her walking on her Tonrnev alone ? She tol bim ſhe found but fe 
travelling the ſame Rozd, and ſhe did rot think i; ex edient to turn 
aide, or n glect her Way, for any Compeny in the W-r!d, If the 
met with Coma y. ſuch as delighted 'n the W-ys of Wiſdom ; ſhe 
thek Pleature herein; for by ſuch Company her Heart wis refr:ſhed,' 
and ſhe thought h-rſe!f- fireng hened in her Journey ther-by ; but, 
otherwiſ®, ſhe choſe » ther to be alone, at Leiſure to divert herſelf in 
examining her Map, viewing the Springs by the Way, with the Fruit 
Trees and fweet Flowers, hearing the Singing of Birds, and meditating 
on th Glories of her Frince, and the Joys ſhe ſnou d have in his 
re ſence, Sc. ſo that as Company was pleaſant hen ſhe could enjoy 
it, the Delight in the Way, ſupplied the Want of Company when 


alone, And np n the Whole, ſhe neither w-s anxious to have Come 


pee nor had any Averſion againſt it ; her Deſire being to enjoy that 


only 


* 
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only. which might be moſt conducive to forward her in the right 
Way. | | | | | 3 
Then he propoſ-d, that fince they had found each other's C nvet- : 
ſation comiortable and uſetul, it was his Opm og, it might b tor 
their mutual Aqvaotage et join to, tu r, and engige to ke p Com- 
p-ny all th- Wey. She told him it was not for Perſons of their P. o- 
teſſi n © do avy Thing raſhly ; ſhe. «ould deliberate on it, So lhe. 
ret d and proftraced herſ-f before the King her Father, telling bim 
the Matter, imploring Wiſdom to direct, d-claring herſelf will-ng to, 


enj y, or be denied ot any Thing, fo it were ac:or.ing to his Will, 


aud nigh be for hs Hogour. He told her ſhe had already been in- 
formed, ard well knew, what man- er of Perſots they muſt be, with. 
whom it woulo be expevient tor King's Daughters to keep Company 

therelore, it the tourd the P-rfon to Le one of the Blood-Royal, 4d 
endu . d with princely Qual tiesſſhe was a her full Liberty ; 8nd more - 
over, by im, it th uld be eteemed bonoura le. So when b ſe two 


.L vers met again and had delibsrately co. ſulte!, between themſelves, 


all iuch Thing: as they conceived neceflery relating to ſuch an Engages, 
ment, and had duly confi er<d the King's Statutes thereupon, and, 
joiotly pet/ij- ned his Mizity's Preſence with them, and his Bleſlog 
on their Und-rtaking ; they joined Hands with grea S.nsfaction an 


* 
* 


Serenity of Mind, ejbicing to fee thentte ves preſerved from ſo mana 


Snares, and thus happiiy joined together by a Divine Hand. 8 

I then obterved theſe two happy Compaoitons, purſuing their 
Journey; and here I 'aw v-rificd an antient Counſel (a Help- meet.) 
Fo they were fincere Friends, pleaſant Companions, faithful Partners, - 
and utetul Aſſiſtan s, o cach other. If they met with Difficulties by. 
the Way, they wou d take cach other by the Hard to ſupport them. 


In D ngers they would Counſel, and ſtand by one another. In 


Sorrows, they would ſympathiz:, and comfort one another. If beſet. * 


with Enemi-s, one would watch while the other ſlept. If one were 
fick, the other w.uld comfort with Cordials. If one were indiſpoſed 


in Mad, the other would Civert with ſome ſweet Sodg, or Diſcourſe: * 


concerning the pleaſant Land, If une were at a Lois, concerning any 
Part of the Way, the other would effiit in ſearching and explaining the 
Dire&.ons. If one were ready to turn aſide, the other would caution 
and admoniſh of the Danger. If one were employed in any Service, 
the other would be ready to aſſiſt therein. If ane found a refreſhing 
Spring by the Way, would call the other to come and drink, If one 
found „ny refreſhing Fruit, ſweet Spices, or Delightful Flowers, 
would pluck and bring to the other, If one heard any joyful Tidings, 
would come rejoicing, and tell the other. It ove had any ple. 
ſant Proſpects of the Kingdom, would endeavour to ſhew them to the 
other, If one was favoured with an Audience of the King, would: 
alſo remember and intercede for the other, And if one was bleſſed 
with «ny ſpecial Favours, the other would congratulate and rejoice oa 
the Occaſion, g. 4 1 
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Then I was convinced, that two are better than one; and yet it is 
manifeſt, hat they were no more Twain ; for I know not whether to 
call ihe”, «0 Souls dwelling in one Body, er one Soul inhabiting 
by Bedies ; but it appeared very conſpicuous, tlia Two were become 

ve. 

So I gontinued obſerving this united P4ir advancing in their Way, 
for the» greatly contributed to help each other forward; many Difti- 
cu'tics they ſurmounted, ard many ich Bl:fſings they enjoyed, as 
they iravelled in h Way, At laſt hey arrived at a pl-aſant Hill, in 
Vir of the Land »f Promiſe ; full of Delights, refreſhing Fruits, 
pure Streams, and defi:able Ent-rtainments. Here they ſat duwn 


"and refted in x delighttul Ar our. bleſſing God, and congra:ulating 


one another i Conſideration of their E jgymuts. Then they went 


and reſreſhed themſelves among the Fus an Fountains, and after- 


wardsthey aſcended to Tower, wher 
from whence they looked ba k upon 
and the Country turned to bu ning hey then gave Praiſe and 
Glory © God, for th ic wond rin! Del: nce, as well as for all the 
Delver-nces they had in th Way. Thea they took à Proſpect of the 
Lind before them, an! ſow 7eruſalrm, the roya! Palace, the goodly 
Movunta'n of Lehancn, the Cluſters of Ecol, and al the Rivers flow- 
ing with Mik, nt toe Hills dropping do«n ſweet Wine, Then they 
looked below tot e great Streams of Jordan, and beheld the High 
Prieſt in his ſhieng R bee, waiting to carry chem over, They alſo 
heard the Inhabitants on the other Side trium;hing, ſineng, and 
Souting for Joy. Ther they alſo, with Emulation, !ift-d up heir 
Voices in Songs of Pr iſe, ana Tranſports of Joy, to bim that is, and 
that was, and that is to come; which rated my Mind to ſuch an 
Extaty, that T awoke, ard behole it was a Dream, 

1 But che Thing was certain—and the Jaterpretation thercof was 
ure, | 


* a large Proſpective Glaſs, 
, and faw it all in Flames, 
A 


An APPENDIX. By the AUTHOR. 

HE preceding Effay, upon the Effects of a well or ill-guided 
& Choice, in the Affair a Marnage, was firſt writt»n and ſcet to 
a-young Men, in a private Letter of Advice, which [ chof- to put in 
the Form of a Dream; repreſenting the Cafe umer a Variety of 
Figures, in order to convey a jult Ide of the Advantiges and D (ad- 
vantages which naturally enſue. But many Copies being diſperſed 
among my Acquaintance, and others, and being importuned to 
bliſhit, Ll conſented, aſter a Number of Years,tocommitit to the Preſs, 
Since «hich Time, divers Perſoqs, who knew nothing of the Author, 
have taken upon them to reprint it And by the Liberties they have 
uſed, it is rendered more contemptible than it appeared in the Jooſe 
Imaginations of the Dreamer, One of theſe Editors was fo kind 3s - 

f : COrre 


torrect ſome of the Strokes, by which Alteration (however ſmall it 

may be thought) it was diveſted of its genuine Features, Another 

was ſo officigus as to interpret the Dream; but ſome of bis Ideas are 
ſuch as never entered the Dreamer's Fancy; and ſome of his Notes 

(being Attempts to explain Things which naturally explaia them- 

ſelves) re only fit to affront the Reader's Capacity. 

Parables aud Similitudes a:e intended as a Mbet to the Mind of the 
Reader, to ſtinvlate his ttentive Enqu:ry into the defipned Reality; 
And for theſe to be immediately explained, before they cn be deli- 
berately read, makes them flat and dry, and prevents the Uſe of the 
allegorical Figure ;—for which Reaſon, when I wrote that Piece, 
intitled, 4 Ma/hrmatical Pueftion, I did not chooſe to incumber the 
Pages with expla-atory Notes: Yet, tbat the Meaneſt Capacity might 
not be totally at a Loſs, and {., deprived of the deſigned In ſtruction, 
I gave a ſhort (but ſufficient) Explication in the Introduction to the 
Anſwer. But as for theſe Pages upon Marriage, my firſt * Was, 
to make the Similitude fo plain aud eaſy, that it would naturally open 
itſeif to every attentive Reader, without _y farther Interpretations 
Therefore, I.ſhall only add a few 1houghts by Way of Supplement, 
that they who do not underſtend the Reveries of my Sleep, may have 
a fall View of my deliberate Sentiment when awake. For, unto the 


lame Perſons, from the ſame Motives, and with the fame Defigns 


that T firſt cold the foregoing Dream fourteen Years «go, I now write 


the following Addre's. 


To all thoſe that love our Lord ſeſus Chriſt in Sincerity, who being 


in a ſingie State, but for ſufficient Reaſons, judge it exped ent to 
embrace the State of Marriage, or to any Lodivicael ot dem, o 
whom my Counſel may be acceptable, whether Mile or Female, for 


they are all one in Chriſt, —Love to your Souls, ferveat Concern for © 


your ſpiritual Comfort, and carueſt D fire that God may be glorified 
in your Lives, ate the Motives thai excited this Addrefs to you; in 
which my Deſign ſimply is, to md niſh you to b-ware of being en- 
tangled with fuch Companions in the conjugal Relation, as certainly 
will be heavy Clogs, ricking Thorns, and croublefome Briars, to 
retard and incommode vour king with God, 

If thou art born of God, to hin bis (piritan! Preſence, and the 
Light of his Cuntenance, is thy 'upertitive Joy, thy ultimate Delight. 
If tion art a Belever in Jus, to bar bis Image, in Righteouſceſs 
and true Holiocts, is the inffexihle, ad inceflant Deſire of thy Soul ; 
If thou art bleſſed wath the Indwelling of e H ly Ghoſt, the Glory 


of thy heaven y Father is (he ter d-relt Point that can touch thy Heart, 


and the moſt powerful oprivg that m ves tac white series of thy Lifeg“ 
And whateves Tempe in may affail trier, whatever carnal Iaclina- 
tions may war in thy Meme ers, or whatever cranhen. Declenũoas from 
the Power of Goclinels may wound thy Sul, it wil! for ever be im- 
poſſible for all the Pwers of Hell fo far tu ptevai over thee, but that 


theſe {ſpiritual Diſp-fitions will perpetually cou tir de to b fixed, babi- 4 4 


tual, reigning Principles in thy Mind; If this is not the Caſe, ib 
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art vet in thy Sias; for where God reſides, there is Holineſs of Truth 4 
and wherever he makes bis Habitation, he takes up his Reſt tor ever, 
Th re fore, pleaſe to remember, t at the Marriage Con:ratt is the 
ſtr geſt Obli ation, the cloſeſt Union, and for the longeſt Period, 
that Na ute is capable of. And if hou ſhouleſt chooſe a Boſom Com- 
nion who is a Stranger to thy God, will it not have a natural and 
unavoid bie T:ndency to interrupt ihy Communion with the Lord of 
L fe, to infect thy Mind with a carnal Diſpoſition, and be a perpetual 
Remora to thy lively and diligent Pur/uit of thoſe Things whereby 
God migh« be glorified ? And if thou art caught in a Snare, through 
tine own Imprudence, to make ſuch a raſh Adventure, may it not 
cauſe thee to go ſoftly all thy Years in the Bitterneſs of thy Soul? 
What Concord bath Chriſt with Belial ? What Part hath he that 
believeth with an Infidel ? | 
If a Scldier after ſwearing Allegiance to his Majeſty, and accepting 
a Poſt ia che Army, ſuould contract the moſt intimate Friendſlup, enter 
Into the cloſeſt Engagements, and unite all tbe Intereſt he has in the 
World, with a Partiſan in the Enemy's Camp, what would the Prince 
think of ſuch a Man? Would he not be deemed an Impoſtor ? —And 
are not all Believers the Soldiers of jeſus Chriſt ? And ali Unbelievers 
the Servants of Sin? Now, for a Ma to profeſs nmſelf a Servant of 
the Lord, devoted to Chriſt Jeſus, to follow the Lamb whitherſoever 
he goeth, and yet to enter into ſach a ſolemn Engagement, with one 
whoſe Heart is Enmity againſt God; is it not a glaring ContradiQion? 
Is it poſſible to avoid a Suſpicion of that Man being an Hypocrite in 
Heart ?—Does not ſuch a Step plainly diſcover either profound 
Ignorance, to imagine that a Believer and an Unbeliever can poſſibly 
be comfortable Companions, or Inſenſibility to the Comfort of his 
own Soul, and the Glory of God? Orelle, that he is weary of his 
own Profeſſion, and thinks he ſhell have a handſome Excuſe to aban- 
don it, when he ſhall have this to ſay, I have married a Wite, and 
theretore I cannot ? 
But know, my dear Friend, that in thy Marriage Choice, it is not 
ſuffici-nt for thee th ſhun only thoſe Perſons who are openl; proph ne ; 
for many ſober ſerious Perſons are ſeriouſly at Enmity againſt the 
Trot", as it is in Jeſus. Nor yer, to avoid thoſe of a diff-reat Sect, 
or Denomination ; for thou m+yeſt marry one of the lame Dehomiaa- 
tion with thyſelt (of what-ver Sect thou art) ard fill find thyſelt ag 
deſtitut of a ſpiritual Companion, as if thou n-dit married a' Warſhip- 
per of Dian. But thou +rt t» conſider the Greatne fs of the Enters 
pr z the Importance of tre Underiaking, with the Conſequences 
dich me ttend it. And remember, that God mace the Women 
to br an Help-mert, and uch ſhe certainly i, if wiſely chen; but it 
is impoiible for a Caild of Light to -njoy that Bleſſing in + Child of 
Darkcneis Therefore, look f r ne that knows and beucves in Chriſt, 
ves ind farts God, whom God bath called out of Darkneſs into bis 
mat el us Lig t; thee ough to be the fir Accompl ſhments in thy 
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fallible judge, who is, or who is not, born of God. But ſo far as the 
Tree is krown by its Fruit, it 18 thy indiſpenſible Duty -to-make the 
moſt deliberate Obtervation; to have aſpecial Regard te the, Pet one 
Profeffion and Practice, as well as to what Knywiedge, Faith Love, 
Humility, Sc. is man ten. And let no Inducements, as hy Gratie 
fication of thy own Fancy, obliging thy F iends, accommodating 
thy elf in the World, &:. 1:fluenc: thy Mind to pal'iote, a C:rcume 
ſtance which thou wilt certainly find te ve of the utmoſt Confequence © 
to thy Comfort, or Diſcomfert, of any thing thai can site d the 
matrimonial Relation. But, p*riaps, thou wilt think me too (arguing 
in my Admcnitions, and toc ſevere in my Reft:ictions, Iſhall, there» 
fore, addteſs thee upon a more ſolid and authoritative Ground, the 


Word of God. | | » 
That univerſal Deluge of Corruption, Wickedneſe, and Violence, 


which brought down the Wath of God in a univerſal Deluge 


of Weter, was firſt introduced thr ugh mixed Marriages, between 
thoſe thut profeſſed to fear God, ard thole that feared him not, The 
Sens of God ſaw th Daoghters of Men, that they were fair ; and 
they took them Wives of all which they choſ-, Many Conjectures, 
and ſome, not a litcle ex rav agent, have been formed concermng thefe 
Sons of God, and he P oduction of their Marriages with the 
Daughters of Adam. But the that read the Hiſtory with Simpheity 
and Attention, may eaſily g ther the Truth of the Relation. In the - 
ſacred L+-nguage, the W rſhippers of the true God are diſtinguiſhed 
from the reſt of the Werld by this ChiraRter, Sons of God, as we find 
in the Book of Job, end frequently in the New Teſt ment. And 
God hs made a {pcial Promiſe, th t tney ſhall be called dy bis 
N+me, Hoſea i. 10. But here it may be neceſſary to ro e, that the 
fh Chapter of Genefis, bring a Genealogy of the antid luvien Pas 
triarehs, and inſerted in this Pl:ce, ſt-nds 62 Parenihefis, and does 
not break the Ch in in hic the fourth and fixth Chapters ſtand in- 
ſe; ar bly c unected, 33 an intire Hiſtory ; where th Former ends th 
Latter begins. In the Clole of the fourth Chapter, we have this Nite. 
Then began Men to call upon the Name of he Lord: not that the 
Name of the Lord had rever been called upon bef re, for Avel, righs. 
teouſly, and Cain, hypocriticolly, had both called on his. Name. 
But now, as the Wor'd hegan to in creaſe, and Prophate eis to abound, 

it is probable that this was the Time, when they that feared God, 
firit de gan o ſeparate then ſelves from th World, nd (e ding to 
the Light beſtowed u on them) to worthip Gad in ſoci-l Commui it e 
bearing an open Leſtimony #g2inft the Prophane: and hence obtained 
that Character, the Sons of God. But the Beginning of the fixth- 
Chapter informs us, how the Da ſecti d came on, and Apoſtiey took _ 
Place: Then, from that ſt ict Separation, they, or their Det endante, 
.or-Proſelites, in Proceſs of Time, began to drelme, and came mto a 
taore ſoci ble and tathionable Ia im cy with their Neighbaurs ; es- 
tertaining more favourable Opinions of their” Prophanen-is ; Hot 


looking upon the Love, Fear, and Worſhip of God, as Matters LE, 1 
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ſuch Conſ-quence, as to be a Wall of Partition; and fo laid aſide 
their former Avuſterity and Reſervednets (with which, no Doubt, their 
polite Neighbours bad -ften upbraidod them) until the Enmity between 
the Sced of the Serpent, and th Seed of the Woman, no longer 
appeared to ſubſiſt. This mod ſh Cary (-Iways the Bave of True 
G dlinefs) dus prev-iling, and tne Friendſhip of the World being 
wore in Eſteem than the Glory of God ; by the Jntermarriages which 
enſued, th y came al! to one Level, and che Fear of God vaniſhed ont 
of the Earth. | 
But ſome Perſons conjecture, that there muſt be ſomething elſe in 
the Cale, becauſ: it is ſaid there were Giants in tne Earth in thoſe 
Days; but whitter they were gigantic in Stature, or in Power and 
Opprefſion, I le ve to nicer Critics; allow them to be Giants in 
Bulk, it is not certain, whether that proceeded from any thing un- 
natural in the Generation, or was ſent as a Judgment from God. 
Neither is it -xpreſ:ly (aid, that th ſe were the Productions f thiſe N 
Mix ures; but it is ſaid, when the Sous of God came in unto the fc 
Deugbters of Men, and they bare Children unto them, the ſame 8. 
became mighty Men, which were of old, Men of Renown. And t 
this is very eaſy to acconnt for; for theie Children having imbibed 
the wicked Principles of their Mothers, would n-turally accommodate 
themi-Ives to the Prophane, and gain their Reſpect, for the World 
will love his owr. And on the other Hand, it is too common with 
religi- us People to value Perſons very much, merely becauſe they had 
gevont Fathers, Now theſe having ſcen the Devotion of their Fathers, 
might e:fily learn to mimic, and put on 2 Form of Godlineſs, fo as 
to gain Repur-tion among the Worſhippers of God, Thus it was 
eaſy for them to grow great, by aviting F-milies and Interelts ; 
which has often been the Ca'e, and frequently is to this. Day, where 
Religion is made a Cloke to put on, or put off, as the Time ſerves. 
And thus the depenerat! Offspring of d-vout Perſons, are commonly 
the Authors of the greateſt \iiichief, ---Abimilech kad the Reſpect of 
the Pe ple, becauſe he was the Son of Gideon; but he was the Sun 
of an Harl»t, of an idolatrous City whoſe wicke Ways he learned, 
and ſo he uſurped tz» Kingdom in a Manner moſt treacherous and 
bloody. Abſalom was the Son of David, but his Mother was a Heathen 
Princeſs, and he had learned the Ways of the, Court of Geſhur ; yet 
he hid te Addreſs to infivuate himſelf into the Affectione of the 
| People of Ifrzel ; of which he fo far availed nimfelf as ta,draw the 
5 n le Kingdom ioto Rebellion age inſt his Father, -Heace I ſee nothing 
bi in the Hitory of theſe Arrdiluviens, but Effects ariling from natura 
] Cauſes, of hich, the nt given, is mixed Marrieges. =» 
74 A ter Israel entcted the promiſes Land, the firſt hing mentioned, 
53 the Occaſi en of their Idolatry, and which laid the Foundation of 
their Ruin, „as the In termarriages with the idolatrous Inhabitaots. Wh 6 
The {-c ni Chapter of the Book of Judges,gives a general Account of WM 
their revolting from the Lord, end of his dealing with them in Con- 
ſequence of their Sin; but whea the Particulars of their Apoſſacy 
TH | came 
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aid aſide | n 
be, their - be related; this is the very firſt Inſtance, Chap. 16. 6, And 
en thay — their Daughters to be their Wives, and gave their Daughters 
o heuger to their Sons, and ſerved their Gods, 3 $,5/01\ rettqtT'%. art init 
of True 17 they married their Perſons,” ſerving their Gods s (certain 
1d beiag to be the Conſequence ;— This the Lord foretold them; and for 
es which WF his very Reaſon, gave ſuch ſtrict Prohibition in his Law, Exod, 
ſhed out BY Xxx. 15, 16. Left, thou make a Covenant with the Tohabitants 
N of the Land—and thou take of their Daughters unto thy Sons, 

p elſe in and their Daughtert go a Whoring after their Gods, and make thy 
in thoſe BW Sons a Whoring after their Gods, Deut. vii. 3, 4. Neither 
wer and BY ſhalt thou make Marriages with them : thy Drughter thou ſhalt not 
N1ants in give unto. his Son, nor his Daughter ſhalt thou take unto thy gon. 
hing un- 'or they will tura away thy Son from-following me, chat they may 
m God. ſerve other Gods. + Joſh; xxiii. 13, 13. If ye do in any wiſe—imake 
F thoſe Marriages with them, and go in unto them and they to you—-know 
unto the BY for a Certsiaty, that—they, ſhall be Snares and Traps unto you, and 
the ſame Scourges ia your Sides, aud Thorns in your Eyes, &c,—And that 
a. And this was the inevitable Conſequence, when they violated theſe ſacred 
im bibed Bi Precepts, is evident in may Inſtances. 1 Kings xi. 2, 3. Of the 
nmodate ¶ Nations concerning which the Lord ſaidjunto the Children of Iſrael 
Word ve ſhall not go in to-them, neither ſhall they come in unto you, for 
Ron with iurely they will turn away your Heart after their Gods: Solomon 
they had cleave untd theſe in Love—And his Wives turned away his Heart, It | 
Fathers, is ſaid of Ahab, 1 Kings xvi- 31. He took to Wife Jezebel the 
ls, ſo a Daughter of Ethbaal, King of the Zidonians, and went and ſerved 
us it Was Baal, and worſhipped him, Chap. xxi, 25. There was none like 
terel's ; BY unto Ahab, which, did ſell himſelf to work Wickedneſs in the Sight of 
» where BY the Lord, whom Jezebel his Wife ſtirred up. Yet Jehoſhaphat, for- 
e ſerves, getting the Law of his God, took a Daughter of Ahab for a Wile ta 
mmonly his Son;Jehoram ; Who proving a very wicked Prince, this isgiven as 
pet of W a Reaſon of it: 2 Kings viii. 18, For the Daughter. of Ahab was hie 
{he Sun BY wife. + And likewiſe his Son Ahaziah, walking inthe ſame wicked 
learned, WF Courſe, the Reaſon given is this; 2 Chron, xx1}. 3. For his Mother 
tous and BY was his Counſellor to do wickedly. And the Wickedneſs of the 
Heathen People, Prieſts and Levites, is aſcribed to the ſame Cauſe, Ezra ix. 
ur; Je 2. For they have taken of their Daughters for themſelves and for 
of the BW their ns,—And ſee, with what Contrition this Iniquity was con- 
iraw the feſſed, by thoſe- that træmbled at God's Commandment, Ezrs ix. 10 
nothing ig. and with what Zeal they oppoſed this flagrant Viglation of God's 
| natural Holy Law. Nebem. xii. 23-28 8 

wn. But ſome will ſay, the Partition Wall is-nowgoroken down, and 
ntioned, no Nation is to be called common, therefore, { e Prohibitiog is not 
a ion of BY fo binding to Chriſtians as it was to Iſrael.— Ich 'eſs, in the Sight of 
—— God, there is no Difference of Nations, Countries, or Families 
count o 


whether Greek, Jew, Britain, or Hotentot 3 but the irreconcileable 


in Con- Separation between them that are after the Fleſh, and them that W 8 
pott — after the Spirit (of which, the Separation between Jews and Gentiles" : 
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by ſo muek us Chriſtians now, are bleſſed with ſuperior Light, the 
Obſigetion to avoid every Thing that may tend to corrupt the Mind, 
from the Simplicity that is in Chriſt, is more ſtrictly binding, —But 
under the Goſpel, the Prohibition is not national, but perſonal, 2 
Cor. vi. 14. Be ye not uncqually yoked together with Unbelievers. 
Accorcing to the Ap-itle's Direction, thoſe that are already married 
to Uabelicvers, are, in Conſcience, bound to fulfil their Marriage 
Cov nant: But in his Counſel o thote that are unmarried, be lays 
down this ſalutary Precept: 1 Cor. vii. 29. Only in the Lord.“ 
And now, my Friend, it thou haſt an humble Regard to the Word 
of the living God, I am certzin, I need ſay no more; and if thou 
if n-t, ell me Attempts would be fruitleſs. I do not expett this 
Counſcl will de effectual to many Perſons, notwithſtandivg the great 
Demand there has been, boch for the genuine and ſpurious Editions 
of this erigmaticsl Eflzy, On the other Hand, it gives me ſome 
Suſpicion, let there be ſomething in it that favours more of Fleſh 
than Spirit, which has induced ſome Perſons to read it as an Amuſe- 
ment, or a Novel, raiherthan as a Brarch of the Couaſel of God—I 
freely declare it does not give me any Pleaſure, to-chink that ever I 
bliſhe4 any Thing fo 2gi5euble to the Taſte of People of that Stamp 
(of which 1 underftand my Free-will Editors are) as to be a Tempta- 
tion to them to pirate it. I have publiſhed ſome Tracts, upon 
Subjects far more intereſting and momentons, for which I have not 
found equal Demziid ; nor have J learned, that any Perſons of the 
ſame Ctaracter, ever thought them worth their Notice; and I had 
rather chooſe never to publiſh any more, than to be the Authar of 
any Thing which ſhould not contain more of the Truth, Power, and 
Spirit vt the, Goſpel of Chrift, than to be the Subject of their Appro- 
bation, But, my dear Friend, if theſe few Hints which I have laid 
beſore thee, may be biefſed as a ſeaſonable Morition, to excite thee 
to ſet the Lord before thy Face, ſo as to chooſe an Help-meet for thee, 
2 1 is anſwered; aad may the Bleſſing of thy God attend thee, 
are wel. 
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